Why do I have to do homework?

Homework is issued for several reasons.

· To give you more practice on the items given to you in class.

· To help you to learn to plan your own work.

· To help you develop the ability to work unsupervised.

· To help you develop responsibility for your own learning.

Remember – 
Your teacher comments on your homework on your Report!

Can you think of other reasons for doing homework - try to find at least three? 

How do I get organised to do my homework?

· It is important to write down the homework that you have been given and when it is due to be handed in.

· You should try to find a place to do your homework where you won’t be distracted. If you don’t have a quiet place at home.

· Plan when you are going to do your homework.

· Take your homework seriously and do it as well as you can.

· Hand your homework in on time.

· Why should you write down your homework?

· Where do you do your homework?

So, how do I use my homework Diary?

Your Homework Diary is mainly used for recording your homework but there are several other useful things inside it.

· On the first page the school address and phone number are listed. The phone number is useful to let the school know if you are off.

· For fourth, fifth and sixth years there is a space for there Scottish candidate no. This is needed for your official exams.

· There is a space where you can fill in your name and address. This is useful if your diary gets lost.

· Bring your diary to school with you everyday, and fill in the homework you are given. It will only be of use to you if you use it and keep it up to date.

· Your teachers will help you to fill in some of the information in your planner but it really is up to you to fill it in.

· It is a good idea to record your homework against the DATE THAT IT IS DUE. This means that you will not forget to hand it in.

· If no homework is given, then write that in the space provided, that way you will know that you have not just forgotten to write it down.
What’s in it for me?

Why should I bother getting organised and filling my diary?

· Doing your homework will help you get the grade that you deserve.

· The skills that you learn from keeping your diary and using it to help you plan your time will be useful. Many jobs require you to have these skills.

· When the time comes for you to sit your standard grade and higher exams you will have learned how to manage your time effectively and this will make your studying easier.

· University and college students have many essays and pieces of work to complete within the year. The students who have learned the skills of time management and prioritising their work will be the most effective.

Finally - What we would like you to do is:

· Bring your planner to school everyday.

· Bring it out in every class.

· If you are given homework then note it down on the day that it is due.

Remember your homework planner is an excellent tool to help you get organised and do your best at school. Your homework diary will be checked each week by your tutor.
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· Your homework diary has a place for you to write your school timetable in. It is very useful for you to have this with you at all times, so you know where you are supposed to be going in school and so that you can plan which homework needs to be done first.

· Read the page “Organising your time/study skills”. This contains 5 steps to help you organise and manage your time, so that you can fit in all your social commitments and revising and homework.

· The personal Attendance record can be used to keep a record of your attendance and latecoming- this means that if there are any discrepancies, you will have a record.

· There is a calendar so that you can note down any events like holidays, or outings and you can check at a glance what is coming up.

Focus on 

Homework!

Using your 

Homework diary.
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